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TO OUR MEMBERS: 

POLLUTION - We hope that every householder in our organization read, and 
clipped from the local papers, the chart setting-out the phosphate content of 
various cleaning agents. Arguments ensue but the old cliche - "an ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of cure" - most certainly applies here. As a Member 
of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club, this is one area in which you can assist in 
no small x$ay to prevent pollution. Use pure soap exclusively for laundry 
purposes and discontinue the use of all high-phosphate-content washing compounds. 
Encourage all friends and acquaintances to do likewise. Some supermarkets are 
co-operating by placing signs directly over the products concerned and indicating 
those which are of pure soap. They are doing their part. WILL YOU? 


LaSALLE PARK - No announcement has as yet been forthcoming from the officials 
directly concerned, about the final plan for this area. The Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club was well represented at a special meeting at City Hall on January 23rd, and 
we were given a good opportunity to express our opinions and "reasons why" we, 
as conservationists, were opposed^T'o - commer’cTa'l exploitation of this publicly- 
owned Park and Shore Line. The Board of Parks Management is to be commended for 
inviting us to attend. 
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TO OUR MEMBERS (continued from previous page) - 

CO-OPERATION - Much has been written previously about the "let-George-do-it" 
attitude which is the bane of any society. At the February 9th General Meeting 
of our Club, two questions were posed from the floor, 

1. Mr. J. J. Carey related the difficulties which prevail in our efforts to 
conduct the Junior section. He clearly stated that unless there is increased 
interest in continuing this operation, we will be forced to dissolve the 
Junior Club come next September. He called for suggestions and volunteers 
and to date the response has been NIL. Could it be that you are not 
interested in a lively, well-conducted and well-attended Junior Club? Let 

us hear from you'. 

2. The President, Dr. Edw. Dinniwell, announced that there was a paper at the 
rear of the meeting room, and that the Executive would be pleased to have 
the names of any Members who would be willing to devote a few hours of their 

time each month, September to May yearly, to the work which is involved in 
running our affairs. The result.A TOTALLY BLANK PAPER'. 

This is your Hamilton Naturalists' Club and we^need new f aces on the 
Executive and on Committees - interested, vital people are the backbone of 
any society. A line to Dr. Dinniwell, stating your preferred endeavour, 
and indicating that you are willing to act in some capacity would not only 
be appreciated but is an a bso lute nece ssity . 

ERRATA - The FEBRUARY, 1970 issue of The Wood Duck should have been shown as 
VOLUME 23, NO, 6^. Also the pages are incorrectly numbered. The page immediately 
following the masthead should have been "70" and consecutively through to 
Noteworthy Bird Records No. "77". 


EXECUTIVE - 1969-1970 


President 
1st Vice Pres. 

& Conservation Dir. 
2nd Vice Pres. 

Sec.-Treasurer 
Director - 
Membership Comm, 

Director - 
Publicity Comm. 

Director - 
Sanctuary Comm. 

Director - 
Programme Comm, 


Dr. Edw. Dinniwell, 7 Esquire PI,, Hamilton 44 - 339-3416 

Mr. John Scott, 40 Uplands Ave,, Hamilton 16 - 529-5365 

Mr. John J. Carey, 632 Ellengale Rd., Burlington-637-3025 
Mr. W.A.T. Gilmour, 49 St. James PI,,Hamilton 10-522-2064 

Miss Evelyn Morris, 107 St. Joseph's Dr., 

Apt,401, Hamilton 20 - 522-5939 

Mr, Donald Babb, 137 Howard Ave., Hamilton 50 - 385-0231 


Mrs. Marion S. Shivas, 18 Rowanwbod Ave.,Dundas- 628-6846 
Mr. Robert Bateman, R.R,#2, Milton - 1-878-3605 


Director - 

Audubon Screen Tours - Mr. R. McAndrew, R. R, #3, Puslinch - 659-3953 

Director - 

Field Events Comm, - Miss Hazel M. Broker, 52 Paisley Ave. S., 

Hamilton 15 - 527-0333 

Director - 

Junior Club Advisor - Mr, Fred Wenzel, 600 John St. N., Apt, 406, 

Hamilton 21 - 528-6600 

Director - 

Publications Comm. - Miss Lydia Hamilton, Ste. 1109, 

Sheraton Connaught Hotel, Hamilton 20 - 527-6291 
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COLLECTING BUTTERFLIES IN LATE MARCH AND APRIL 


Collecting butterflies in March and April is usually thought to be drab and 
useless but it can be very profitable for most collectors. 


Any butterflies you find in late March will most likely be hibernators - 
those which spend the winter as an adult. These early fliers are most easily 
found in thickly-wooded areas. The best regions are the Westdale Ravine, 

Rock Chapel, and the Campbellville woods. Look on trees where sap is flowing 
on the trunk. As many as 25 butterflies will gather on one trunk alone. At 
this early stage in the year, sap is the staple food of the butterflies since 
there are very few flowers blooming. The species you are most likely to find 
at this time are: Hop Merchant, Gray Comma, Red Admiral, Mourning Cloak and 
Milbert's and Compton Tortoise Shells. 

One of the rarest butterflies you can catch in early Spring is the West 
Virginia White, which can be found in woods where there is plenty of Toothwort, 
the food plant. These butterflies occur in large colonies which are widely 
scattered, the best-known colony being just north of Campbellville in the 
Halton County Forest. They usually appear about the 25th of April and fly 
throughout May. Also, at this time, although they sometimes come out in March, 
the Cabbage White should be on the wing. Look for it in open woods and gardens. 

Wheri the last few days of April arrive, many butterflies will be appearing. 
In Campbellville, possibly the Meadow Fritillary will be flying but the best 
place to look is probably the Nursery Station at St. Williams, Here there 
should be Spring Azures and maybe a Pine Elfin, or you might even be lucky and 
catch the two earliest Dusky Wings - the Juvenal's and Sleepy. 


If you know where to look, you'll probably find it easy to locate ten 
species or more. Good collecting'. 


Alan Wormington. 


NEWS of our PAST PRESIDENT - JOHN B. MILES 

Mr. Keith Denis of the Thunder Bay Field Naturalists' Club writes, under date 
of January 28, 1970: 

"You may be interested to know that I have been talking to Mr. John B. Miles, 
your past president, and he is birding in an area which has seldom been 
investigated. He held a Christmas bird census at Manitouwadge and one of the 
outstanding factors to me was a Grackle far north of its normal wintering 
range. Last week he saw four Glaucous Gulls at Marathon and 75 Bohemian 
Waxwings at Terrace Bay. Our Club hopes to have him join us on some field 
trips and other activities though it is over 250 miles from Manitouwadge to 
Thunder Bay." 

(Nice to hear of you, John, and all best wishes from your friends in 
the Hamilton Naturalists' Club'. - The Editors) 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE FEDERATION OF ONTARIO NATURALISTS is to be held at the 
SHERATON-BROCK HOTEL, NIAGARA FALLS, ONTARIO - APRIL 10-11-12. If you desire 
information and registration forms, write to the F.O.N. at Suite 49, 

1262 Don Mills Road, Don Mills, Ontario. Plan to attend - the programme will 
be most interesting and stimulating. 
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TIMMY and TAMMY 


The Summer of 1969 I spent a week at a fishing camp at Lake Abamasagi. This 
Lake is most easily reached by air, but it is accessible by canoe and portage. 

The location is north of Geraldton, approximately 30 miles by air from Nakina. 

The wild life here was most interesting but not particularly numerous. The 
woods themselves were beautifully silent and this was particularly noticeable 
as one can seldom go anywhere now and find complete silence, which in itself 
creates an atmosphere of peacefulness. 

It always thrills me to hear the mournful call of the Loon, both by day and 
by night. We also had a family of five Canada Jays keeping a close eye on our 
cook house. There were a few crows and quite a number of ravens, mostly in 
singles or pairs. One raven would surreptitiously steal scraps from the 
neighborhood of the cook house. There were two families of hooded mergansers 
on the lake, totalling about twenty birds in all. There was a beaver house not 
far from our cabin and one friendly otter inspected us carefully from the centre 
of the lake on one occasion. A greater Yellowlegs spent some time with us and 
was completely confused by our imitation of his call. 

Almost every day we saw a handsome Osprey and on numerous occasions a 
mature bald eagle complete with shiny white head and tail. 

One of the most thrilling experiences was to hear the wolves howl at night. 

We heard them for two nights in a row and on the second occasion our guide told 
us they were no more than a quarter of a mile away from our camp, on the next 
ridge. I think our presence disturbed them because we did not hear them or see 
any sign of them after the first two days. To me, a pack of wolves howling at 
night is one of nature's most thrilling and exciting sounds. 

Now for Timmy and Tammy. Our best friends were Timmy and Tammy, a completely 
fearless and precocious pair of red squirrels. They were beautiful, healthy 
animals and appeared to be slightly smaller in size than the red squirrels we have 
here. They were more than friendly but did not lose their air of independence. 
They kept us amused for hours with their mischievous activities. We had a tin of 
nuts which attracted immediate attention. It was fascinating to watch their 
dexterity. By using their teeth and front paws, they would remove the lid and 
dive in head first for the contents. If you turned the tin upside down, they 
promptly overturned it and dexterously removed the plastic lid again. We tried 
putting on a pound jar of coffee on top of the tin. They purely upset the whole 
works and got at the nuts. It was also discovered that they liked prunes. They 
would sit on the edge of the tin, dip down and pull a prune out. 

They were also partial to corn flakes. This was classed as a form of 
mischievousness as one would dive into the box and upset the whole thing. The 
last seen of the corn flakes was when it was upended by one of our mischievous 
friends and dumped into the water bucket. 

They liked bread and ate great quantities of this. You could create quite a 
tugging match. You held one end and they grabbed the other with their two front 
feet and teeth and pulled. Sometimes they would let you rub the back of their 
heads or stomachs while they were eating bread. They would jump from a shelf 
to your shoulder and on to the table in their search for new forms of mischief. 

We had a cooler with a heavy lid which was not closed quite tight and this 
became a frustrating problem for Timmy. He was not strong enough to lift it up 


....concluded next page 
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TIMMY AMD TAMMY (continued from previous page) - 

and could not reach it from the ground. He could not figure out how to pry the 
lid open when he was sitting on it. The fun we had watching him trying to open 
the lid of this big cooler was one of our better moments with him. 

It is unfortunate that we were not equipped with movie camera equipment or 
flash equipment. This whole apisode would have made a most marvelous story 
and a wonderful 15-minute film. They certainly made pleasant companions for 
the person detailed for cook duties. 

R. C. (Dick) Hilborn 

(Mr. Hilborn is a corresponding member of long standing from Preston, 
Ontario) 


ANNUAL REP AIR OF WOOD DUC K BOXES IN COOTS'S PARADISE, F EBRUARY. 1970 

At the General Meeting of February 9, Mr. James Anderson gave a very comprehensive 
review of this important activity of our Club. 

Due to inclement weather on February 1 (the date originally scheduled for this 
repair), it was moved forward to Sunday, February 0, and to our horror and 
humiliation, Mr. Anderson reported that not a single member turned up to 
participate. The only persons present were he and his five children. This was 
indeed a sad commentary on co-operation. However, Mr. Anderson very kindly 
stated that he was not being derogatory in this respect but did want to say that 
the members missed a real treat and a very educational outing besides. 

While we do not have the exact details at the time of going to press - it would 
appear that Wood Ducks making use of the accommodation provided were on the 
increase last season. This is very heartening. 

For those interested - x$e will attempt to have a complete rundown for a future 
issue of The Wood Duck magazine. 


Notice re CITIZEN ACTION WORKSHOP REGIONAL CONSERVATION ISSUES. MARCH 13-14, 1970 

The Kitchener-Waterloo Naturalists Club and the Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists is sponsoring a Workshop and Seminar on Citizen Involvement and 
Conservation Action. The purpose of this informal get-together is to attempt to 
isolate the issues that most concern citizens in a given region and then decide 
on ways and means to effectively use pressure to obtain the desired goals. 

The Workshop is open to all and is not designed for naturalists only but 
for any group or individual who may be concerned with their environment. This 
is a pilot project and will concern itself with problems in the southwestern 
Ontario region. If this is a successful meeting, we would like to plan work¬ 
shops throughout Ontario. 

On Friday afternoon, March 13, a visit will be made to a local industrial 
plant to trace the cause of pollution and what is involved in eradicating the 
problem. There will be meetings Friday night and Saturday with field trips 
Saturday afternoon to areas of regional concern. The Seminar will close with a 
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CITIZEN ACTION WORKSHOP (continued from previous page) - 

dinner Saturday evening at which a guest speaker, knowledgeable in the use of 
pressure groups, will attempt to outline their use and application. It is 
expected that everyone concerned with seeing some improvement in the quality of 
the environment realizes that the only way to achieve this is through effective 
political action. 

All meetings will take place at Waterloo Lutheran University, 75 University Ave. 

West, Waterloo, Ontario - Dining Room Mezzanine 
Fee - $5.00 per person, payable at the Registration Desk includes cost of 
banquet and refreshments during the sessions Friday evening and Saturday morning. 
Suitable outdoor clothing will be needed for the tours to pollution and conser¬ 
vation sites on Saturday afternoon. 

It is desirable that participants register in advance. 

Date and Time: FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 1:30 P,M. to SATURDAY EVENING, MARCH 14, 1S7Q. 
Send Registration data as follox^s: 

CONSERVATION WORKSHOP, c/o W. F. Cooper, 317 Highla n d Roa d East, Kitchener, Ont. 

I wish to attend the CONSERVATION WORKSHOP 
Mr. 

NAMEM rs... 

Miss 

ADDRESS. 


DATE.... ..TELEPHONE NUMBER 


Club affiliation, if any:...... 

Main conservation interest.,... ..... 

I can/cannot attend the tour of the J. M. Schneider plant on Friday 

afternoon, March 13th, at 2:30 p.m. 

Register early. Accommodation is limited. 


OUR NATURE SANCTUARIES - SPOOKY HOLLOW near Normandale and SHORT 
HILLS WILDERNESS AREA near Fonthill will soon become a centre of 
interest for us all. In fact, one Member reports that the Skunk 
Cabbage at Short Hills is already burgeoning forth. 

It would be appreciated if Members who visit these areas during 
March, would report on conditions to the Sanctuary Director. 

DO NOT FORGET that WORKSHOP DAY at SPOOKY HOLLOW SANCTUARY is 
scheduled for SUNDAY, APRIL 5 and we need a good turnout of 
helping hands. 

************* 

Entry Sign at the Pleasure Gardens of Ceylon 

If you with litter will disgrace 

And spoil the beauty of this place - 

May indigestion wrack your chest 

And ants invade your pants and vest'. 
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COMING EVENTS - Senior Club 


COMING EVENTS - Senior Club 


********************************************************************************* 


* * 
* Monthly General Meeting Monthly General Meeting * 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


Date; MONDAY, MARCH 9, 1970 Time; 8;00 P.M . 

Place ; Headquarters Building, Royal Botanical Gardens, Plains Road, 

Burlington 

Speaker ; DR. AUBREY CRICH , is a Member of the Colour Photographic Club of 

Hamilton and a colour photographer of high 
repute. His productions are excellent. He 
will describe and show pictures of - 
"Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge" in Utah. 

Visitors Welcome Refreshments will be served 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


********************************************************************************* 


SENIOR FIELD EVENT FOR MARCH SENIOR FIELD EVENT FOR MARCH 

SUNDAY. MARCH 22, 1970 at 9;00 A.M. 

To LONG POINT for SWAN and DUCK MIGRATION 

Meet at Mountain Plaza, Fennel & James at 9:00 A.M. 

Leader: Dr. Edward Dinniwell 'phone; 389-3416 

******************************************************************* 

********************************************************************************** 


JUNIOR CLUB 


COMING EVENTS 


JUNIOR CLUB 


********************************************************************************** 
* MARCH Indoor Meeting MARCH Indoor Meeting * 


Time: 10:00 A.M. 


* Date - SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 1970 

* 

* Pl ace - Children's Garden House of the Royal Botanical Gar d ens, Westdale 

* 

* Speaker: MR, W. A. T. GILMOUR of the Senior Club Executive will speak on 

* "THE TREE" 

* 

* Come along and bring a friend 

********************************************************************************** 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


MARCH JUNIOR HIK E MARCH JUNIOR HIKE 

Date; SATURDAY, MARCH 2C, 197Q Time; 9:30 A.M, 

Meet at corner of KING STREET WEST and BOND STREET (one block 
west of stoplight at Longwood Road and King Street West 

Contact - MR. FRED WENZEL, Director of the Junior Club - 

'phone: 528-6600 - for any information 
************************************* 



NEW NATURE BOOKS in the ARTS AN D SCIENCE DEPARTMENT - HAMILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 


New titles are constantly being added to the list of books on birds, and the 
following ax*e some of the more recent additions. 

A PARADISE OF BIRDS by Helen G. Cruickshank is subtitled 
"When Spring Comes to Texas", and has 48 pages of photographs. 
Observations and photographs were taken over a period of years 
when author and photographer spent long days behind blinds to 
observe the birds of Texas in the National Audubon Sanctuaries 
of that state. 

IN RADAR ORNITHOLOGY Dr. Eric Eastwood explains the principles and 
practice of microwave radar and shows how radar equipments have 
become powerful and indispensable aids to the modern ornithologist. 

The modern technique of radar signature analysis is explained 
and its application to the study of the flight behaviour of birds 
is described. 

A plea for a bird now fast disappearing from England is made in 
THE PEREGRINE by J. A. Baker. This is no conventional work of 
ornithology but a passionate record of the author's involvement 
with these birds of prey over a period of ten years.- The sombre 
moods and desolation of East Anglian winters are all bound up with 
this story of a man and birds and their landscape. 

Jan Linblad has written JOURNEY TO RED BIRDS . He is Sweden's 
top wildlife photographer and this is an account of his bizarre 
exploits in pursuit of the filmable in the tropical rain-forests 
of Trinidad and Tobago. Consistently entertaining and frequently 
unorthodox, the author has produced a volume of outstanding 
photographs and fresh insight into the unusual by-ways of the 
animal kingdom. 

On the book jacket, Roger Tory Peterson writes "If you are not 
already a waterfowl fan, this will make you one." The book to 
which he refers is A PADDLING OF DUCKS by Dillon Ripley, an 
informal and charming personal account of the author's 

fascination and observation of waterfowl, and of his efforts to collect 
and save vanishing species from around the world. 


From "The Cardinal", publication of the Mcllwraith Field Naturalists, 
London, Ontario: 

"As sailing ships from Europe approached the American colonies 
(in June) their first clue that land was near was a pinkish tinge 
to the sea foam. This was from pollen picked up by the prevailing 
westerlies as they blew across the great White Pine forests ---and 
carried hundreds of miles to sea. Today, airline pilots following 
the same route, have a different clue. It is the smoke plume 
of New York City." 

Walter Sullivan, 

New York Times Service. 
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NOTEWORTHY bIRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded to February 22, 1970 - 90 


Great Cormorant 

Jan. 

23 

1 Port Credit 

John Jarvis 


Jan. 

24 

1 Pt. Credit & Oakville 

John Dales, Red Mason, 
Eric Nasmith 


Jan. 

31 

1 Port Credit 

Chauncey & Sarah Wood, 
George W. North 


Feb. 

7 

1 Port Credit 

R. Curry; G. & L. North 

Mute Swan 

Feb. 

15 

1 Bronte 

David Coleman 

Canada Goose 

Feb. 

7 

17 Bronte 

Laurel & George North 

Gadwall 

Feb. 

14 

70 Port Credit 

Jim Dowall, G. North 

Pintail 

Jan. 

31 

1 Port Credit 

Ch. & S. Wood, North 

American Widgeon 

Feb. 

7 

8 Port Credit 

G. & L. North 

Wood Duck 

Jan. 

29 

1 Oakville 

G. W. North 

Ring-necked Duck 

Feb. 

22* 

1 Port Credit 

George Bryant 

Harlequin Duck 

Feb. 

21 

1 Oakville 

R. H. Westmore 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Feb. 

1* 

1 Ancaster 

Alfred Epp 

Common Snipe 

Feb. 

8 

1 Stone Church Road 

R. H. Westmore 

Ring-billed Gull 

Jan. 

29 

8 Dundas Marsh 

George W. North 

Long-eared Owl 

Feb. 

21 

4 Walker's Line 

Sarah & Chauncey Wood 

Short-eared Owl 

Feb. 

7* 

1 Streetsville 

Donald Perks 

Saw-whet Cwl 

Jan. 

26* 

1 Waterdown 

Ruth Lenz 

Yellow-b .Sapsucker 

Feb. 

1* 

1 Sulphur Springs 

Howes-Jones, Informing ton 

Homed Lark 

Feb. 

IF 

11 Governor's Road 

m 11 11 n 


Feb. 

1 

10 Grassie 

George & Laurel North 

Tufted Titmouse 

Feb. 

15* 

1 Lome Park 

South Peel N. C. 

Long-b. Marsh Wren 

Feb. 

18 

2 University Landing 

Alan Wcrmingtcn 

Robin 

Feb. 

14 

58 Sulphur Springs etc. 

H. Frania, Wormington 

Hermit Thrush 

Jan. 

27* 

1 Mineral Springs 

George Bryant 

Cedar Waxwing 

Jan. 

31 

360 Sulphur Springs; Bronte Robert Curry, B. Jones 

Red-wing.blackbird 

Feb. 

17 

10 Spring Garden Road 

Anthony Gillie 

Rusty Blackbird 

Feb. 

18 

1 University Landing 

Alan Wormington 

Brown-h. Cowbird 

Feb. 

17 

20 Spring Garden Road 

Anthony Gillie 

Pine Grosbeak 

Feb. 

8* 

6 Wellingt-n A., Burl. 

Mr. & Mrs. H. Paterson 

Hoary Redpoll 

Feb. 

1 

3 Sulphur Springs, etc. 

Howes-Jones, Wormington 

Red Crossbill 

Feb. 

1 

24 » » » » 

n 11 11 11 


Feb. 

6 

44 Burlington 

Mr. & Mrs. H. Paterson 

White-w. Crossbill 

Feb. 

22 

10 Bronte 

Chauncey & Sarah Wood 

Pink-sided Junco 

Jan. 

28 

1 Burlington 

11 11 11 

Lapland Longspur 

Feb. 

21 

1 S. Service Rd., Bronte 

R. H. Westmore 

Snow Bunting 

Feb. 

21 

20 " » " " 

11 n 


Other commoner species seen within a 25-mile radius of York and Dundum Streets 
on January 1, 1970, are: Mallard, Black Duck, Greater Scaup, Common Goldeneye, 
oufflehead, Oldsquaw, Common Merganser, Red-tailed Hawk, Sparrow Hawk, Ring¬ 
necked Pheasant, Great olack-backed Gull, Herring Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Mourning 
Dove, Hairy Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Blue Jay, Common Crow, ^lack-capped 
Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, Robin, 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, Cedar Waxwing, Northern Shrike, Starling, House Sparrow, 
Cardinal, Common Redpoll, Pine Siskin, American Goldfinch, Slate-colored Junco, 
Tree Sparrow, Song Sparrow. 

Please send your records on the 15th of each month to Geerge W. North, 

249 Charlton Ave. W., Hamilton 12, Ont., or phone 522-6082. 



*■ L L U{J‘ 



